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of the Catholic Center at the Frze Con-
gress Research and Education Foun-
dation in Washington, D.C.

followed the Vietnam and Nixon

debacles contributed much to
weaken America. One of the worst fea-
tures of those years was the gutting of
the Central Intelligence Agency. Except
to those v.1io have blinded themselves
by naivete o culpable ignorance, it is
obvious that we are at war with the
communist empire.

This war is at times bloody, usually
it takes subtler — although no less com-
petitive forms. When Cuban troops aire
used against the Angolan or Somalian
people, Awerica is the ultimate target.
When Cuban-supported Sandinistas

F"E‘he national demoralization which

. . . . i
impose a terror regime in Nicaragua, !

Ameri<a is the ultimate target. When
Cuban-trained Salvadoran guerrillas
attempt todastroy the economy of their
country or terrorize the peasants, the
ultiate target is also America.

So long as any nation on earth gov-
erns itself democratically or orgenizes -
its economy on a free enterprise basis,
the Marxist buireaucrats can not be at
prace. The example of freedom is too
dangerous for them, since it makes the
peonle they oppress aware that freedom
can be a reality. Whether we like it or
not, we arc at war. Trying to avoid this
issue will only aggravate matters.

This was the import of Khruschev’s
remark at the UN. a few ycars ago
when he pounded the podiura with his |
shoe while screaming at us: “We will
bury you!” Some have conveniently for-
potten this event or at least refuse to
take the communists at their word. |
Responsible government officials used
to —— and we hope they do stili — toke
the communists seriously. To help.
America wage this battle, the fedceral
government organized the CIA in 1947.
While in many cases world affairs are
conducted according to the rules of
logiic and propriety established by
international law, at times this is not
the case. Auything else is wishful think-
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ing. With the realism and ingenuity-
required by the situation, the CIA was
given — with the proper restraints —
the authority to engage in covert oper-
ations. This is a nasty business, but a

necessary one. If we were at peace: .

with all nations, there would be nonee:l
for covert operations. In fact, we are
not totally at peace. Inthe dream world .
of liberal fairy tales, the CIA isan abom-
ination. In the real world, wheie we
are threatened by ruthless enemies, it

is an absolute necessity.

Following a frontal assan't on the
CIA by House and Senate corconittees
headed by Otis Pike, D-N.Y., and Frank
Church, D-Idaho, respectively, in the
1970s, the agency became increasingly
ineffective, beset by problems of morale
caused by the systeraatic oppositionto

its activities by l=ftists in the media

and the Congress. It is only recently
that the CIA has begun a slow process
of recovery. It will take ycars for the
CIA to regain its stature. -

Still, the prospect of an efficient intel-
ligence apparatus capable of under-
taking covert activities with precision

. and professionalism terrifies the left.

After all, we might evenput the US.S.R.
at the defensive again. The of-vious
intent of the present administration to
rebuild the CIA has infurizted the left
to a frenzy unseen since the days of
Watergate. The ethics of undermining
an agency dedicated to ensure the sui-
vivalof our nationishighly questionable.
On May 27, the Dirksen Senate Office
Building served as the site for a con-!
ference on the Cl4 sponsored by the
Campaign for Political Rights, an organ-
ization that describes itself as dedicated
“to cnd U.S. intellip=nce agency ‘abuse’
at home and abrozd.” The meeting
focused enalleeed CL4 activities against
Nicaragua. It took as point of depar-
ture unsubstantiated storiegs which
appeared in The Washingtoh Post and,

The New York Times. According to

_these stories.the CIA was poised to

spend millions in destabilizing the

" Sandinista regime. The C1Ais u sitting

duck when attacked by hostile news-
papers since, as a matter of principle,
it can not admit or deny the existence
of any covert operations.

The meeting featurcd individuals lie

Frank Church and Robert White, the

" Carter ambassador to El Salvador.

. aJesuit; Patricicia Hynds, a Maryknoll .
-“missionary,” and-Alvaro Jerez, a

Included also were Xavicr Gorostiaga,

member of the Nicaraguan Council of
State. :

Immediately, the propagar[da mach-~

ine of the left in support of anti-
American Marxists in Nicaragua went
into operation. The very night of the

- conference, U.S. tax-supported PBS pio-

vided Gorostiaga a forum from which
to agitate against American interests
in the friendliest of all interviews.

The participation of Catholic insti-
tutions in the conference was ne’ irnme-
diately apparent to naive ob:crvers.
Among the groups supporting the

- efforts none had specific “Catholic”

names. Groups such as the Washington
Office on Latin Americe or the Coali-
tion for a New Foreign :nd Military
Policy do not appear to I ..ve church
connections. Under the skins of these
and other groups operate a complex
network of Catholic institutions which
arelending their support — in name at
least — to the very destruciion of our

© freedoms. Among theri, and thisisonly
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